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SGT McNail, a Meridian resident, was
awarded the Bronze Star and the Mississippi
Medal of Valor by Major General Harold A.
Cross, the state’s Adjutant General.

SGT McNail is survived by his parents Rob-
ert and Linda McNail and son Edward.

———

RECOGNIZING THE POLISH LEGION
MOTORCYCLE RIDING CLUB

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the Polish Legion Motorcycle
Riding Club. Since 2011 this organization has
brought together members of our community
of all ages who share a passion for riding mo-
torcycles. | would like to give special recogni-
tion to the group’s President, Szymon Moskal.
Millions of citizens in the United States own
and ride motorcycles, making ridership as
much a part of our identity as baseball or
apple pie. The Polish Legion Motorcycle
Riding Club continues the proud tradition of
motorcycle ridership and enthusiasm found in
my district, and across our great nation. It is
my privilege to assist them during their trip to
our nation’s capital.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MR. ECKERD
FINDLEY

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Mr. Eckerd Findley, an out-
standing South Carolinian, who is retiring from
Piedmont Airlines this month after 40 years of
service.

Mr. Findley was born on May 4, 1953 to the
late Reverend Alex and Ms. Ethel Findley. He
graduated from Columbia, South Carolina’s
Booker T. Washington High School in 1972.

After graduation, Mr. Findley went to work
for Mount Vernon Mills, a textile company
which was housed in the building that is now
the South Carolina State Museum. It was at
Mount Vernon Mills that he met his wife Ann.
They were married in 1973 and in 1975 they
were blessed with a son, Edward. Their
daughter, Antonitte, was born in 1984. The
Findleys currently have four grandchildren.

Mr. Findley’s father, the Reverend Alex Fin-
dley, worked for Delta Airlines from 1944 until
his retirement in 1986. Eckerd decided to fol-
low in his father’'s footsteps and in 1976 he
landed a position at Piedmont Airlines. He has
been with the company ever since, helping it
to grow into US Airways, which recently
merged with American Airlines.

Eckerd was taught and—in turn—has taught
his family Matthew 22:39, “love thy neighbor
as thyself,” and that lesson shows in the way
he works and lives. He is a member of Pleas-
ant Springs AME Church and is a pillar of the
community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and the Mem-
bers of this House join me in recognizing the
outstanding service and example of citizenship
that have been shown by this fine gentleman,
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Eckerd Findley. | wish him a long, productive
and rewarding retirement.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK
OF DAVID CULP

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to honor the life and work of David Culp
who passed away over the weekend.

This is a monumental loss to supporters of
peace everywhere. David’s tireless efforts in
promoting sane nuclear policies and fighting
for a safer world spanned decades.

David was a “go-to” advocate in the arms
control community. Many, including myself, re-
lied on his advice, knack for technical details
on policy proposals, political insights, and col-
laborative focus. He played an instrumental
role in the campaign to secure Senate ratifica-
tion of the New START treaty and in the de-
feat of legislative proposals to proliferate new
nuclear weapons.

Not only was David a wise, steadfast, effec-
tive voice for disarmament, but he was kind
and genuine—a true pleasure to be around.
His good nature came through in his personal
life, where he spent time working to preserve
the environment and enjoying the outdoors.
His involvement in the cleanup of the Ana-
costia River is but one example.

My deepest condolences go out to those
near and dear to him. He will be missed, and
| hope his family, friends and colleagues take
some measure of solace in the knowledge that
he has made a tremendous difference.

———

JOHN BRESLER UNION LEADER
OP-ED

HON. ANN M. KUSTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr.
Speaker, | include in the RECORD an op-ed by
John Bresler as published in the New Hamp-
shire Union Leader.

ANOTHER VIEW—JON BRESLER: REACHING OUT
CAN SAVE A LIFE

[Editor’s Note: Throughout the year, in part-
nership with Change Direction NH, the
Union Leader is publishing a monthly series
of mental health stories written by Granite
Staters.]

The phone was ringing off the hook. It
stopped before I could get it, then started
again. It was 4:15 a.m., and I stumbled in the
dark to pick it up. It was the local police dis-
patcher saying ‘‘an officer was outside.” She
would not tell me why. With my heart beat-
ing fast, I grabbed a coat and went out in the
icy driveway. The young officers had to tell
us that our 20-year-old Nat had laid down in
front of an Amtrak and been Kkilled. Shock
set in that reverberates still. It hit to the
core of being. I could not breathe right and
started panting.

Nathaniel was a super kid, the last you’d
suspect was in trouble. He got good grades,
had many friends. He was handsome and
competitive. He loved music, and had 11,000
songs on his Mac. A senior walk-on, he won
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a game ball in the state semis, and the state
lacrosse title in 2009. He worked in the ad-
missions department at George Mason Uni-
versity and had recently attended the ‘‘Aca-
demic Impact’ conference at the U.N., meet-
ing the Secretary General in New York. At
GMIJ, he was co-founder of Habitat for Hu-
manity. He transferred to the University of
New Hampshire as a second-semester sopho-
more, with more than enough credits to be a
junior.

What happened? His life was racing
through my mind, but nothing made sense.

I had to tell my wife, call his brother, my
siblings and his grandmothers. Numbly then
my wife and I drove to Durham. We met the
chief, who gave us Nat’s driver’s license and
keys. That was it. No body. No goodbyes, no
nothing. Emptiness. How could this be hap-
pening?

They kept his phone. It took a few days to
identify him. He was definitely listening to
music at the end. He left notes for us and
some friends. He paid a friend back a loan of
$10 from the night before. He indicated what
was deeply troubling him. He lost faith in
the world, and his ability to function in it.

He was clinically depressed, but
undiagnosed. He expressed what most sui-
cides have in common, a feeling of hopeless-
ness. We believe if he could have confided in
a friend, girlfriend, a counselor or therapist,
and unburdened himself, he might have con-
trolled the impulse in the moment. Maybe
that he could have kept going. Was there no
warning—mnothing in his life—that anyone
noticed? You may well wonder. I hoped
someone would come forward, but no one
ever did. It was a mystery to us all.

Death is traumatic. The death of a child is
very traumatic. The unexpected suicide of
one’s child, off the charts. It felt like he had
been murdered violently, but he was also the
perpetrator.

Survivors of child suicide have marked in-
creases in drug and alcohol abuse, depression
and divorce, and significantly, increased
risks of suicide. We have learned the value of
professional help. At first you want to die,
rather than accept the reality. Hearing that
our son had committed suicide was the hard-
est thing I ever experienced and living every
day since has been a struggle.

Whether is it opioid addiction, PTSD,
undiagnosed depression, all can lead to
overdoses, suicide, and unnecessary death.
Increasing access to care, and removing stig-
ma from the culture surrounding mental ill-
ness should be the goal.

A common theme in suicide is ‘“‘to not
want to become a burden.” Let’s learn to
reach out, and not walk away when we know.
Talk about it, offer hope. It can save a life.
Commit to the goals of Change Direction
NH.

Learn the signs, learn to reach out, and
know better how to help when someone is in
trouble. Let them know that you know what
it’s like to be suffering from depression.

I cannot underscore for survivors like us,
the importance of a good counselor. A profes-
sional who treats numerous people can offer
new methods and ways of thinking about
problems.

The analogy to me is mountain climbing.
That mountain will be there every day, and
I have to climb it. Therapy offers better
tools.

In my experience, we place too much em-
phasis on our student’s scores and grades,
but nowhere near enough on them as people,
with human needs. We can help them relate
to their problems better by creating a space
where it is encouraged for them to talk open-
ly about things that bother them.

Let us do a better job recognizing how hard
it is to be young today.

Thank you for reading and letting me tell
our story. I hope someone reads this, and
gets help.
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Let’s change direction on mental health.
That would be a great thing!
—dJon Bresler is a small business owner who
lives in Concord.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF MIS-
SISSIPPI NATIONAL GUARDSMAN
SERGEANT FIRST CLASS (SFC)
BILLY A. SUTTON

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of Army Sergeant First
Class (SFC) Billy A. Sutton who died as a re-
sult of non-combat causes on February 7,
2012, while supporting Operation Enduring
Freedom in Afghanistan.

SFC Sutton was assigned to the Mississippi
Army National Guard’s 223rd Engineer Bat-
talion, 168th Engineer Brigade, headquartered
in West Point, Mississippi. In November, 2011,
SFC Sutton was deployed for his third tour in
the Middle East to Afghanistan with the Army
National Guard's 288th Sapper Company out
of Houston. He served as the Platoon Ser-
geant for Route Clearance Patrol (RCP) 2,
2nd Platoon. He nicknamed his platoon the
Honey Badgers.
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“SFC Sutton was gifted,” Captain Brenton
Montgomery, Commander of the 288th Sapper
Company said in a quote released by the De-
partment of the Army. “Anyone who can take
their hands and make a difference is truly gift-
ed. He had that gift and he used it to make
a difference in all our lives.”

The 42-year-old Mooreville, Mississippi na-
tive was described as an outstanding soldier
and Platoon Sergeant. It is an honor to recog-
nize the life of a soldier who devoted his life
to keeping America safe.

—

H.J. RES. 57 AND H.J. RES. 58
HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, today,
| voted against H.J. Res. 57 and H.J. Res. 58,
two pieces of legislation which threaten stu-
dents’ right to a high-quality education.

In 2015, | was proud to vote for the bipar-
tisan Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA),
which reauthorized federal regulations for K—
12 education. It is shocking that scarcely one
year after ESSA was signed into law, Con-
gress is trying to pass these resolutions which
will devastate public education, particularly for
minority and vulnerable children.

E165

H.J. Res. 57 prevents the federal govern-
ment from uncovering discrimination and civil
rights abuses in our schools. Under this reso-
lution, the U.S. Department of Education can-
not require states to provide data about vul-
nerable student groups. This prevents the de-
partment from holding schools accountable for
academic performance and disciplinary prac-
tices.

H.J. Res. 58 makes it more difficult for pro-
spective teachers to find programs that will
prepare them for success in the classroom. It
also removes incentives to make our teaching
workforce more diverse. This is especially
troubling at a time when California is suffering
from a teacher shortage.

Sadly, these resolutions arrive on the same
day that the United States Senate voted to
confirm Betsy DeVos as Secretary of Edu-
cation. Unfortunately, Senate Republicans ig-
nored grave concerns from parents, teachers,
and students nationwide about her lack of fa-
miliarity with basic public education issues,
federal laws, and her refusal to protect public
education and civil rights.

As the Congresswoman for California’s 40th
District, | will fight against any policy that jeop-
ardizes the ability of students to receive an ex-
cellent education. That is why | oppose H.J.
Res. 57 and H.J. Res. 58.
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